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PRAISE BE!

- YORKSHIRE CATHEDRALS GET £369,000 FOR URGENT REPAIRS -

Bradford Cathedral, which withstood the cannon balls of Royalist artillery during the English Civil War, is set to triumph in its latest battle against Yorkshire's rainy weather.

English Heritage and the Wolfson Foundation have today (Thursday, 7 February) announced grants worth £2. I m for the repair of 28 cathedrals across England.

Funding has been pledged under the joint Cathedral Grants Scheme, which was established in 1991 to help the country's 61 cathedrals cope with a massive backlog of repairs. Since then grants worth over £49.5 million have been awarded, including £3.5m for cathedrals in Yorkshire.

Bradford receives £85,000 to repair a badly leaking roof and to produce a first ever conservation plan to help protect its ancient fabric over coming years.

Elsewhere, Wakefield
Cathedral gets £ 159,000 to re-roof its east end, while Ripon Cathedral is awarded £125,000 to re-cover a decaying south aisle roof with lead. Further afield Lincoln Cathedral has been earmarked £250,000, respectively.

Maddy Jago, English Heritage Regional Director for Planning and Development, said: "The region's cathedrals are landmark buildings in every sense of the word, but keeping them in good repair is a massive challenge. Working with the Wolfson Foundation, we are playing our part in securing their place at the heart of our great cities. Dealing with problems like a leaking roof at an early stage will almost certainly avert a much bigger repair bill further down the road."

Previously, the last major restoration work at Bradford Cathedral was undertaken in the early 1990s when part of the nave was re-roofed. Decaying seals - or flashings - on the lead roof has allowed water to seep in, damaging woodwork and washing away mortar holding stonework in place. Left unchecked, it would eventually threaten the church's precious interior. Repairs will take about four months to complete and are planned to start in June. Work will also include re-pointing and improving the guttering.

David Ison, Dean of Bradford Cathedral, said: "When it's wet and windy we get puddles between our pillars. The cathedral has stood on this site for over 600 years and has survived many threats to its continued existence. But water is an insidious enemy, so this project is a timely way to begin what needs to be a big conservation push over coming years, requiring a major fundraising effort."

Paul Ramsbottom, Executive Secretary of the Wolfson Foundation, remarked: "These buildings are some of the most wonderful in the country, and demonstrate the power of our heritage to inspire successive generations. Cathedrals sit at the heart of communities: history, culture and religion set in stone. The Wolfson Foundation is pleased to fund alongside English Heritage, and we have again benefited greatly from their wise advice. It is our hope that the cathedral programme will help to preserve these remarkable buildings for future generations."

Although Bradford was elevated to cathedral status as recently as 1919, the history of Christianity on the site goes back to the "Dark Ages". Fragments of an Anglo-Saxon preaching cross have been found in church walls and some believe the location has been a place of worship since St Paulinus preached in Dewsbury and Bradford in AD627. The earliest parts of the church date to the 14`h century and were built soon after Scottish raiders reduced a previous building to rubble. To avoid history repeating itself, resourceful parishioners hung woolsacks from the tower during the Civil War to protect it from the shells of Royalist attackers.

Like all large historic buildings, cathedrals need constant, careful repair and maintenance and nationally they spend £ I I million on carrying out this work each year. The focus of the English Heritage Cathedral Grant Scheme is on necessary major structural repairs to maintain that good condition, although other work such as archaeological and metric surveys, access audits, conservation plans and the installation of fire detection systems is also eligible.

