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Press Release

Dr ANTHONY REDDIE BRINGS  “HOPE” FOR BRADFORD  
“Hope In The City” Lecture – Monday 8 September 
Doors Open 7.30pm, Lecture starts 8pm.

The “Hope in the City” programme of free Lectures continues this Monday evening (8th September) at Bradford Cathedral, when the speaker will be one of the countries leading Black Theologians – and a Bradford lad, born and bred too!
Anthony was born and grow up in Bradford, of Jamaican parents. He still has strong links with the City and regularly visits his family – his brother Richard is a well known Methodist Lay Preacher and has written extensively on the history of the Slave Trade. Anthony has degrees in History and Education from the University of Birmingham and is currently a Research Fellow and Consultant in Black Theological studies for The Queens Foundation for Ecumenical Theological Education, in Birmingham and for The Methodist Church nationally. He is the author and editor of over 10 books on Christian Education and Black Theology in Britain, with 3 more due for publication in 2009, as well as being the editor of the leading international journal of Black Theology. He describes himself as a “Practical Black Theologian”, being particularly interested in how theology impacts on Churches and other communities of faith, in order to empower ordinary people to make sense of their history and giving hope for their futures.
The “Hope in the City” Lectures were launched at the Cathedral in January, with a triple-header, featuring The Right Rev. David James, Bishop of Bradford, Nuzhat Ali from The Islamic Society of Britain and Tony Reeves, Chief Executive of Bradford City Council. Other speakers in this series over the year so far have included David Ford, Regius Professor of Divinity at Cambridge University, Julia Middleton, founder of Common Purpose and Dr Tony Campolo, Eastern University, USA, author, sociologist, pastor & social activist. One of the key issues to emerge from the series so far, is that whilst Bradford’s young people are its hope for the future – and Bradford has a younger population breakdown, than most urban areas in the UK – a need for respect and communication between all the diverse community groups within the City, has also been identified and it is hoped that this will be further addressed at Monday evenings event. 

The event will begin at 8pm, the Cathedral being open from 7.30pm, with refreshments available before the Lecture. Admission is free. Their will be a Question & Answer session, chaired by David Kennedy, former Interim Chief Executive of Bradford City Council. The “Hope in the City” Lectures has been organised by a diverse group of Bradford organisations, from a range of faith and secular perspectives and is being promoted as part of Hope 08 Bradford. 
Those not able to attend the Lecture on Monday evening will have the opportunity to hear Dr Reddie speak at the Service for Racial Justice Sunday at the Cathedral, on the evening of Sunday 14th September.
END

Further Information – Chris Aldred – 01274 777726.    
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