
Taizé

Pilgrimage of 

Trust on Earth

Visit to Taizé!

When? Saturday 28th June – Monday 7th July 2008

Who for? Young People aged 16 – 29
How much? £180 in total

You may know Taizé from its music. Can you picture singing in church with 3,000 other young people from across the world? Or discussing life issues with them under the shade of a leafy tree? Or listening to one of the Taizé brothers explain the Bible or how to move forward in the journey of faith? So what do you need to take this further? You need openness to new experiences, a passport, and a willingness to cope with camping, simple food and a long journey (there and back)… Join us!

“Taizé was a great experience... The lifestyle was so relaxing and simple that it meant I could spend more time with God alone. Throughout the week I found an inner peace inside me that will hopefully stay with me.” (Becky, 18)

For further details contact

Andy Williams: 01274 777721
andy.williams@cathedral.bradford.anglican.org 

About Taizé

The Beginning, In 1940, at the age of twenty-five, Brother Roger left Switzerland, the country where he was born, to live in France, where his mother came from. For years he had been an invalid, suffering from tuberculosis. During that long illness, the call had taken shape in him to create a community where simplicity and kind-heartedness would be lived out as essential Gospel realities.
When the Second World War started, he had the conviction that he should begin at once to offer assistance to people in difficult straits, just as his grandmother had done during the First World War. The small village of Taizé, where he settled, was well situated to be a place of welcome for refugees fleeing the war. Thanks to a modest loan, Brother Roger was able to buy a house in Taizé that had been uninhabited for years, with the outlying buildings. Brother Roger prayed alone; he often went into the woods near the house to sing. With the help of his sister, Genevieve, later joined by other brothers, they welcomed and sheltered refugees from the war. 

Today, the Taizé Community is made up of over a hundred brothers, Catholics and from various Protestant backgrounds, coming from more than twenty-five nations. By its very existence, the community is thus a concrete sign of reconciliation between divided Christians and separated peoples. The brothers earn their living by their work and do not accept donations or inheritances.

Over the years, the number of visitors to Taizé has continued to grow. At the end of the 1950s, young adults between the ages of 17 and 30 began to arrive in ever-greater numbers. From 1962 on, brothers and young people sent by Taizé came and went continually to the countries of Eastern Europe, always very discreetly, to be close to those who were trapped within their borders. Now that walls have fallen and travel is easier between East and West, contacts with Orthodox Christians, always important, have increased significantly. 

Brother Roger died on 16 August 2005, at the age of 90, killed during the evening prayer. Brother Alois, whom Brother Roger had chosen many years ago as his successor, is now the prior of the Community.

Intercontinental meetings of young adults, every week from early spring to late autumn, young adults from different continents arrive on the hill of Taizé. They are searching for meaning in their lives, in communion with many others. By going to the wellsprings of trust in God, they set out on an inner pilgrimage that encourages them to build relationships of trust among human beings. Some weeks in the summer months, more than 5000 young people from 75 different countries thus take part in a common adventure. And this adventure continues when they return home. It is expressed in their concern to deepen an inner life and by their readiness to take on responsibilities in order to make the world a better place to live in.
In Taizé, the visitors are welcomed by a community of brothers who have committed themselves to follow Christ by a yes for life. Sisters also take part in the welcome. During the meetings, three times each day all those present gather for prayer, worshipping God together in singing and silence. Each day, brothers of the community give Bible introductions followed by times of reflection and discussion, participants also help with practical tasks.

In undertaking a “pilgrimage of trust on earth,” Taizé does not organise a movement around the community. Each person is invited, after his or her stay, to live out in their own situation what they have understood, with greater awareness of the inner life within them as well as of their bonds with many others who are involved in a similar search for what really matters.

For more information see www.taize.fr or contact community@taize.fr
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