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Cathedral Appoints Muslim as Interfaith Development Officer
Bradford Cathedral is pleased to announce the appointment of Nuzhat Ali as the Cathedral’s first Interfaith Development Officer.  Mrs Ali is a senior member of the Islamic Society of Britain and recently worked on a number of projects for Bradford Council entitled ‘Inspiring Change’.  
She will be working closely with Canon Frances Ward, particularly on a series of six mini projects - which together make up ‘Synergy @ Bradford Cathedral’ - including the new Cathedral lecture series for 2010 entitled ‘The State We’re In’.  Also the Scriptural Reasoning project to bring together people of different faiths to collectively explore their sacred texts: plus working with the Bradford Courts Chaplaincy service to provide mentoring for young women offenders: and exploring issues of wellbeing amongst women of different faiths.
After Sunday’s morning service, which Mrs Ali attended, there was a question and answer session with the Cathedral congregation about her role as a Muslim within the Cathedral community.   Mrs Ali said “I am very pleased, and excited, about my new job with the Cathedral.  I see this as a great opportunity to bring together people from different faith communities in order to take an active role in shaping the society in which we live in a positive and constructive manner. I hope it will give an opportunity to learn about each other, dispel misconceptions and lead to respect and acceptance of each other, including our differences!
For further information please call Canon Frances Ward on 01274 777720.
END
Photograph attached of Nuzhat Ali and Canon Frances Ward.

Background Information

Nuzhat is 45, married to Maroof Shaffi and they have three teenage children.

The Islamic Society of Britain aims to dispel misconceptions about Islam and to offer guidance for people seeking to be British and Muslim within the complexities of contemporary Britain.

Further details on the 2010 lecture series - The State We’re In – again sponsored by the Joseph Rowntree Foundation, will be available later.
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