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An Evening with Thomas Merton

Thomas Merton, perhaps the most important 20th century Catholic mystic and thinker, is the subject of a talk by Kelvin Ravenscroft at Bradford Cathedral.  This year marks the fortieth anniversary of the death of Merton who, through his engagement with key spiritual, social and moral issues of his day, continues to inspire people from different faiths to consider how an authentic spirituality can relate to the challenges of life in the twenty-first century.  The evening will explore, using art, music and poetry, Merton’s life and legacy and will consider ways in which his insights can practically relate to the lives of people today.
Kelvin Ravenscroft is Head of Religious Studies at Bradford Grammar School.  He has developed and taught University courses exploring Spirituality and Personal Development and Ethics, Change and Personal Development and has also presented workshops for a range of professional groups which explore the spiritual dimension.  His interests include contemplative and meditative approaches to education, the spiritual dimension of the arts including the relationship between faith and film.  He is a member of the Thomas Merton Society of Great Britain and says “Merton’s engagement with the key issues of his time presents an inspiring example of how authentic spirituality can make deep connections with the challenges and opportunities with which we are faced today. His spiritual vision speaks powerfully to a changing world.”
“Thomas Merton is an ideal subject for the Cathedral” says Canon Frances Ward “because he is one of the foremost spiritual thinkers of the 20th Century who is able to draw on the rich resources of both Eastern and Western ways of prayer, and so in a city like Bradford, an evening on his life and work can only deepen our understanding of how to pray and to encounter God.
Contemplation in a World of Action: Towards a Spirituality for the Future - an exploration of the life of Thomas Merton is on Friday 19th September in the Cathedral at 7.30pm.  Tickets are £7 including refreshments available from the Cathedral Office on 01274 777720.  A Cathedral Artspace event, the proceeds will be going towards developing and improving the Cathedral’s space for future visual and performing arts events.     END
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