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Press Opportunity 
Saturday 4th October 2008 - time by arrangement
New and unique Icon for Bradford Cathedral

Bradford Cathedral has recently renovated its Holy Spirit Chapel, and is about to install in it a unique and colourful icon. The artist making it is coming to the Cathedral to finish it on site, on Saturday 4th October 2008, giving people a rare chance of seeing an artist at work.
The icon is a colourful and unique work, made in accordance with Orthodox tradition by one of the leading English iconographers, John Coleman. It shows the Holy Spirit as a dove within a round world, active in the work of creation and the beginning of the Church on the Day of Pentecost.  Creation is indicated by a picture of the Cow and Calf Rocks in Ilkley, giving the icon a particularly Yorkshire flavour.  It is believed that this is the only circular icon in existence, one of very few to be dedicated to the Holy Spirit, and certainly the only one to depict a local scene. 
An Icon (from the Greek είκών, eikōn , “image”) is a religious picture which is believed to be a window into the truth of God. Originating in Greece and Egypt, icons spread throughout the world of Orthodox Christianity, and are now frequently used in churches in this country.  An icon is generally a flat, square or rectangular picture depicting a Christian theme such as Jesus, Mary, saints, angels or the Cross.  
The Holy Spirit icon has been specially commissioned by the Dean & Chapter at Bradford, and is in memory of a family linked with the Cathedral.
John Coleman is one of the country’s leading iconographers. He took up iconography in 1995, having retired from the Civil Service. His first works were undertaken for Hilfield Friary in Dorset. Today he travels widely fulfilling commissions, giving talks and conducting retreats on iconography. Where possible, he enjoys working on site so that people can see the work in progress and engage with the icons being written. A lifelong Anglican, he has also undertaken commissions from Orthodox and Roman Catholic churches. His work can be seen in some 200 churches, including York Minster, Exeter and Bayeaux Cathedrals, and his work has been exhibited in London and elsewhere.
As well as the icon, the Cathedral recently installed an aumbry, one of the last cathedrals in the country to have one. 

An aumbry is a brass wall-safe in which the sacrament for communion - the consecrated bread and wine - is kept for taking out to those who are sick and unable to attend church. It is also used as a focus for prayer and a reminder of the presence of Christ, in the same way that bread and wine focus the presence of Christ in the Holy Communion service.

The new aumbry was a donation from the redundant church of St Mary Magdalene off Whiteladies Road in Manningham, and acts as a memorial to that church. It has also been installed in the Chapel of the Holy Spirit,.

The aumbry has a beautiful brass embossed cover with a picture of a pelican. In the ancient world, the pelican was thought to feed its young by gashing its own breast and letting them drink its blood; so it was used as a symbol of the church being nurtured through the death of Jesus Christ on the cross. Bradford Cathedral already has the pelican symbol above the Bishop's Throne and in a window made by William Morris.

The Holy Spirit Chapel is a small chapel situated at the East end of the Cathedral next to the Lady Chapel.  It is a simple room, kept solely for private prayer, and has recently undergone an extensive programme of refurbishment paid for by The Friends of Bradford Cathedral.  The fitting of the aumbry and icon bring these works to an end.
The Friends of Bradford Cathedral exist to bring together people who care for the Cathedral; they offer support to its staff, contribute towards the upkeep and maintenance of the building and help to raise funds for special projects.  Members are drawn from parishes across the Diocese and beyond who enjoy a varied programme of special events including outings to other Cathedrals, the theatre and concerts.  
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