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Press Release
Hope For Flower Festival
The Cathedral Tower celebrates its 500th birthday this year which is being celebrated with a festival of flowers, bell ringing and music on 13th to 15th June.  The site has probably been a place of Christian worship since AD627; later, the Domesday Survey of 1086 records Ilbert de Lacy as the Norman lord of the manor who would have had a chapel.  By 1327 there was a stone church on the site for there is evidence that it was burnt down during the year – probably by Scottish raiders – and foundations of earlier buildings were found in 1963 during rebuilding works.   The tower was finally finished in 1508 in time for the church to play a major part in the sieges of Bradford in 1642 and 1643 during the Civil War.  Bradford tried to withstand the King’s troops and the tower was hung with woolsacks in an attempt to protect it against the artillery of the Royalist army.   And very successful it was as today the Tower looks out over a much larger and busier city.
The Cathedral and City alike have seen their fortunes rise and fall.  The flower displays will all be on the theme of Hope and people from across the Diocese have been invited to join the Cathedral’s own dedicated team of flower arrangers to produce a mass of floral displays .  The festival starts with a preview evening on the Friday evening; opens all day Saturday with an informal piano recital in the evening; and again on Sunday after morning services until 4pm Choral Evensong.  There will also be demonstrations of bell ringing and light refreshments will be served.  For full details of the event including ticket costs, please call the Cathedral Office on 01274 777720 or visit www.bradfordcathedral.org 
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Photo opportunities – any reasonable time by prior arrangement.
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