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National Dance Tour Visits Bradford  
Standing Stones is a major new dance work conceived for Cathedral spaces by choreographer Jacky Lansley, who has drawn on her extensive experience of site specific work to approach the special and ancient spaces within Cathedrals.  The tour takes in sixteen cathedrals as well as Bradford including Edinburgh, York, Wells and Truro.  The Dean, the Very Revd Dr David Ison, said “We are very pleased that this national project has become part of our own Artspace initiative which aims to bring a variety of high quality visual and performing arts to the Cathedral for the enjoyment of everyone.”
Produced by Ascendance Rep, one of the UK’s most innovative dance companies, Standing Stones aims to celebrate the timeless continuity of Cathedrals and the magnificence of their architectural landscapes through dance, visual image and music. The choreography uses the beautiful Mozart Clarinet Quintet K.V.581 played live by members of the Cornish Sinfonia.  The Cathedral tour has been funded by £70,000 from Arts Council England and £20,000 from the Esmée Fairbairn Foundation, and is sponsored by voluntary sector development consultants Jackson Quigg Associates. 
Tickets for the Bradford performance on Wednesday 18th June at 7.30pm are priced at £10/£8 concessions and are available from the Cathedral Office on 01274 777720.  For further information and details of other venues please go to www.ascendance.org.uk
END

‘‘Their touring programmes are attractive to newcomers to dance and at the same time there are intellectual and emotional depths to challenge the more experienced.’’ 
Kevin Berry, The Dancing Times

“Cathedrals have demonstrated the great synthesis of art and architecture since at least the middle ages and it is a great privilege to create a choreographic work that will celebrate and be inspired by this special history. I am particularly delighted to go on this journey with Ascendance Rep which is one of the most innovative young dance companies in the UK at this time; and I thank the company for creating this very special opportunity which I hope will give pleasure and meaning to many” Jacky Lansley
Notes to Editors
Jacky Lansley, Choreographer and performance artist has been practising for more than three decades; she forged her unique style from a rigorous training in both classical work with the Royal Ballet Company and in the radical, conceptual worlds of Performance Art and New Dance practice, seen in early innovative works such as Dance Object & Dancing Ledge (at X6 Dance Space) Mounting & Park Cafeteria (with Sally Potter & Rose English as Limited Dance Company); I,Giselle (with Fergus Early); A Child's Play and The Breath of Kings. 

The artist's work combines visual and theatrical disciplines and is concerned with space and the site specific; she has made works in many different kinds of indoor and outdoor environments and her most recent project View from the Shore was inspired by the Cornish coastal landscape with which she has had a long term special relationship. The artist was a founder of UK's major independent dance studios - X6 Dance Space and Chisenhale Dance Space - and in 2002 she moved into her own studio, the Dance Research Studio, which has supported the making of more recent works including: Bird (2001); Holding Space (2004); Floor (2004); View From the Shore & Anamule Dance (2007) and a short narrative dance film The Life Class (2008).
Ascendance Rep | The Company 
Ascendance was founded by Artistic Director Rachel Wesson in 1999. The company has since undertaken a range of successful performance and audience development projects across the UK, funded by the Arts Council, National Lottery, regional sponsors and charities. 

The company has become known for its audience development projects, working extensively in site-specific venues, including Borders bookstores, cathedrals, train stations, shopping centres, city and rural art galleries, museums and libraries. 

Ascendance Rep’s education team has worked with over a thousand education groups across the UK from diverse backgrounds. Each programme explores company repertoire, creative techniques and the spaces in which they work, culminating in final performances at site-specific spaces and theatre venues. 

Ascendance Rep has undertaken 4 major UK tours, The Double Take Tour 2003, The G&T Tour 2004, CHAPS Gallery Tour 2005 and CHAPS theatre tour 2006 commissioning dance works by regional, national and international choreographers. 

Ascendance Rep is a Company Limited by Guarantee and is a registered charity No. 1110747 
David White studied at the Royal Academy of Music with John Davis on clarinet and Sir John Dankworth on saxophone. He won the Geoffrey Hawkes Prize for clarinet, adjudicated by Jack Brymer and now returns to the Academy as an occasional examiner and adjudicator. 

As a soloist he has given first performances of several new works and has appeared as a featured soloist on albums by John Barry and Carl Davis. The soon to be released film The Understudy with a score by Carl Davis, will feature David’s saxophone playing. 

He continues to perform with major symphony orchestras and was featured on bass clarinet in a promenade concert last August with the BBC Symphony Orchestra in a first performance of The Atomic Symphony, conducted by the composer John Adams.  He is a member of the London Musicians Orchestra, which has recorded albums with artists such Jose Carreras, Julie Andrew, Michael Ball and Maria Friedman and Andrew Lloyd Webber.  

David is also a member of the saxophone group Saxpak, in which he plays the sopranino saxophone and the newly invented tubax. They perform regularly both in Britain and abroad and their recently recorded third C.D., is due for release soon.

David has lived in Cornwall for the last eight years and takes an active part in local music making. He is a founder member of the Cornish Sinfonia and following the death of Ian Hughes, its artistic director, both he and David Frost continue to fill this role. He is also proud to be principal clarinet in the Three Spires Orchestra, with whom he has performed Mozart’s Clarinet Concerto.

He has begun a collaboration with the choreographer, Jacky Lansley and earlier this year he was the soloist in the saxophone concerto by Lindsay Cooper, which was performed at the Hall For Cornwall and in the Clore Theatre at the Royal Opera House.   
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