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Press Release

Popular Guest at this week’s Organ Recital

When Paul Bowen is the guest recitalist at the Cathedral’s weekly Wednesday lunchtime recitals, you can be sure of one thing - that his programme will be exciting and unique, and this Wednesday (19th November) will be no different.

Paul has been an organist at the Cathedral for over eight years and has built quite a following when he is the featured recitalist at the Cathedral’s regular Wednesday lunchtime organ recitals.  Just back in the UK from a tour of Bavaria with the Cathedral Choir, Paul will be joined by his wife Dawn on clarinet.

The programme includes the world premier of a new piece for organ by composer Paul Fisher; a scherzo (meaning a joke or jest; a light and humorous piece) based on a well known tune - but so well hidden that you will never get it until the very end.  The composer will be attending the recital and also playing piano accompaniment to some pieces including Dawn’s rendition of Finzi’s Bagatelles.  Dawn will also be playing the well known Flight of the Bumblebee by Rimsky-Korsakov – a piece rarely attempted on the clarinet as it is so fast few can play it!

Finally there is another Paul Fisher piece, this time a stunningly beautiful arrangement of Amazing Grace for clarinet and organ.

This promises to be one of the best recitals of the series and attendance is expected to be high so come early.  The recital starts at 1.05pm and lasts just under an hour; entrance is free but there is a retiring collection towards travelling costs for visiting organists who have come from as far away as Edinburgh and London for this series.

END

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Paul Bowen

Paul is a Yorkshireman and developed a keen interest in the organ when in his teens he was a regular attendee at recitals in York Minster. During his time as an undergraduate at the University of Leeds, where he read mathematics and operational research: he served as organ scholar at Leeds Parish Church, as well as being the Edward Boyle Organ Scholar in the University of Leeds. Paul was appointed as Assistant Organist in Bradford Cathedral in January 2004 and prior to that he served as Second Assistant Organist for three years.  As part of his work with the choir Paul has played in an ever increasing number of cathedrals in the UK, as well as accompanying the choir on its momentous tour to the eastern shores of Canada in 2005, and at the funeral of Sharon Beshenivsky which was broadcast live worldwide on Sky News and BBC News 24.

Paul, together with his wife Dawn (who plays the clarinet) was delighted to give the world premiere performance of a major work for organ and clarinet entitled "Name-Play” composed by Paul Fisher in 2004, at a lunchtime recital in the Cathedral in November 2005. Paul and Dawn maintain close links with this composer, who is well known to the Cathedral, and are hopeful that other projects may develop in the future.

When he is not pursuing his musical interests, Paul works in his family's firm of financial advisers, in which he is a director, and he also engages in freelance examining work. In his spare time Paul enjoys many of the good things in life, and especially travelling, cinema, football, cricket and Italian cuisine.
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Paul Fisher 

Paul is an ‘early-retired’ Anglican priest who sings bass in the Cathedral choir as an associate member. He is also an organist, studying with Kevin Bowyer, the internationally acclaimed concert and recording artist. Paul gives the occasional lunchtime recital at the Cathedral, last year giving a performance of the complete Widor ‘Symphonie Romane’. Paul is an increasingly recognised composer of organ, choral, vocal and instrumental music, offering his services to the Cathedral as an ‘in-house’ composer. Several of his songs have been performed at concerts here, together with his organ and clarinet music.

Paul’s organ music has been published by Editions Chantraine (‘Creator Spirit’ and ‘The Fire and the Rose’) and by animus (‘The Colours of Spirit’ and ‘Eireann’; Irish Folk Melodies). His music is also performed regularly by Kevin Bowyer, who has recorded much of it at Blackburn Cathedral (‘The Spirit Moves’: www.dinmore-records.co.uk and sounds ‘Sounds of Celebration’: Lammas Records LAMM182D- www.lammas.co.uk ). Paul’s 4-movement ‘Tintern’ Sonata, inspired by Tintern Abbey, appears on Kevin’s ‘Five English Abbeys’ CD, also available from Dinmore Records (DRD 042). 

To find out more about Paul’s music, to ask about commission, and to order scores or CDs, contact him by email on paul.fisher@ukonline.co.uk. or visit his website at www.paulfishermusic.co.uk 

At a Choral Evensong in November 2007 at Bradford Cathedral the Bradford Cathedral Choir sang a Paul Fisher setting of the Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis.

Paul has also released a new CD - PLACES AND STORIES (Priory PRCD 892). This CD of Paul’s music has been recorded by Kevin Bowyer on the Priory label at the fine Father Willis organ in Glasgow University Memorial Chapel, and is available now. This recording features Dawn Bowen in ‘Name-Play’ for organ and clarinet, written for Paul and Dawn Bowen and first performed by them in Bradford Cathedral in 2005.
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