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Multiculturalism – or Interculturalism?

The Cathedral’s lecture series, sponsored by the Joseph Rowntree Foundation, continues on Sunday 22nd March with Franco Bianchini and Phil Wood.

Franco Bianchini is Professor of Cultural Policy and Planning at Leeds Metropolitan University and is the author of “Planning for the Intercultural City” (2004, Comedia). Drawing upon international experience and practical examples, they will argue that being an active intercultural citizen demands that we engage and interact; that we question and are prepared to be questioned, that we listen and are listened to; and are not afraid to disagree but will also go the extra mile to solve a conflict with a common solution. Sitting back and expecting the State to do it for us is just not an option.  Phil Wood, has been a community worker on the multi-ethnic streets of West Yorkshire and is now principal advisor to the Council of Europe’s Intercultural Cities programme. He is the author of “The Intercultural City” (2008, EarthScan).

In a world of increasing mobility, how people of different cultures can live together is key, especially for those responsible for planning and running cities. New thinking is needed on how diverse communities can co-operate in productive harmony instead of mutual indifference, incomprehension or worse.

The prevailing response has often been disappointingly negative and defensive. Policy seems obsessed with mitigating the perceived negative effects of migration and diversity, with nannyish schemes to usher us into romanticised “cohesive communities”, underpinned by the menace of “preventing violent extremism”. Less thought is given to how a 'diversity dividend' might be achieved. Crucially, what it also lacks is any sense of the dynamic energy of our diverse society, in which the movement of people is matched by the interplay and trading of goods and services, ideas and customs, dreams and aspirations, fears and anxieties, skills and aptitudes as people make places, make money, make love, make families and make new identities within and across ethnic lines. The sense that we don’t simply live in a multi cultural but an inter cultural world.
The next lecture in the series is on Sunday 26th April when it’s the turn of Irena Bauman, an architect and the author of How to Be a Happy Architect. She is passionate about the built environment, arguing that it should inspire and uplift us. On Sunday 10th May our speaker is Geetha Upadhyaya, who trained as a medical doctor and now runs Kala Sangam, which uses the cultural traditions from South Asia in innovative ways that aim to increase awareness of racial, cultural and social issues. Lord Patel of Bradford OBE is the speaker on Sunday 20th September: made a life peer in 2006, he is Minister in the House of Lords Government’s Whip’s Office as spokesperson for Communities and Local Government, Ministry of Justice, Cabinet Office and the Attorney General’s Office.  On Sunday 11th October  Trevor Phillips OBE joins us: he is head of the Commission for Equalities and Human Rights, which promotes equality issues across the full range of ethnic, gender, sexual-orientation, disability and other minority interests. 
The lectures are free, and will start at 8pm, preceded by refreshments from 7.30pm finishing around 8.45pm with time afterwards for questions and answers.  Chairing each evening will be Bana Gora of The Joseph Rowntree Foundation and Frances Ward of Bradford Cathedral.
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