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Multiculturalism – or Interculturalism?

Following on from last year’s very successful Hope Lecture series, the Cathedral has obtained sponsorship from the Joseph Rowntree Foundation to present a series for this year.  The theme, Multiculturalism – or Interculturalism, draws together a range of speakers from different walks of life, all passionate about contemporary urban living.
Across Europe and the US there has been a widespread questioning of the value of multiculturalism post 9/11 – that it fosters separatism and harbours radicalism.  As a result some commentators have moved on to the concept of ‘interculturalism’.  Franco Bianchini, a speaker in this series of lectures, advocates that cities need to have openness to ideas and social innovation: and for cities to become intercultural and socially creative.  Such openness needs to become embedded in policy-making, and investment of time and research over the long term is important.  He advocates creating a memory bank and narrative of urban innovation; developing critical reflection and creative relationships to social movements, soliciting public debates and ideas from a wide range of different cultural backgrounds. 

The series begins on Saturday 21st February with Jim Greenhalf, a long term reporter with the Telegraph and Argus, who knows the city like the back of his hand.  'The world breaks everyone, and afterward some are strong at the broken places,' wrote Ernest Hemingway in his novel A Farewell to Arms.  By choosing this as the title of his inaugural lecture, Jim Greenhalf is saying something about himself as well the evolution of his adopted city.

 

Throughout most of three decades as a Telegraph & Argus journalist and four decades as a writer of prose and poetry he has sought to tell the truth, believing that illusions and falsehood lead to people defending false positions - as in current claims made about the regeneration of modern Bradford, its buildings and its demography. 

 

"Better to embrace the truth and, however painful, start from there," he says.

 

His reputation for refusing to pull his punches on matters of public concern once caused public sector NHS workers to surround the T&A building.  What he was once able to write in his T&A Straight Talk column he has, during the past ten years, put into his books and poetry.  Salt & Silver: A Story of Hope, his double biography of Titus Salt and Jonathan Silver, has been a best-seller at Salts Mill for years. His history of modern Bradford since 1974, It's a Mean Old Scene, continues to be in demand.

Listening and responding to Jim will be Ramindar Singh.  Born in Punjab and moving to Britain in 1965, Ramindar Singh has lived in Bradford for the last 33 years.  After 27 years service at Bradford College, in 1998 he took early retirement from the position of a Director and Head of the Department of Contemporary Studies. From 1965 onwards he has played a very active part and held official positions in a host of local mainstream and minority ethnic organisations. At present he is a Deputy Lieutenant for the county of West Yorkshire. He is a member of the Bradford College Corporation and a trustee of Leeds-based Touchstone. He was awarded an MBE for his services to community relations and an honorary degree of Doctor by the University of Bradford.  
He is a former Joint Deputy Chairman of the (national) Commission for Racial Equality and has served on a number of national organisations which include: National Consumer Council; Ombudsman Councils of Building Societies; Estate Agents Ombudsman Council; Education Committees of the BBC; and Advertising Committee of the IBA.  He is a former member of the Law Society’s Compliance Board and a non-Executive Director of the NHS Leeds West Primary Care Trust. 
He has published books and a long list of articles on topics diverse as economics, multicultural education, consumer affairs, community relations and local history including The Struggle for Racial Justice: from Community Relations to Community Cohesion: the Story of Bradford 1950-2002; and Tale of Two Associations (2007).
Then on Sunday 22nd March, Franco Bianchini with Phil Wood hold the stage. Franco is a professor at Leeds Met and has worked and written extensively with Phil Wood, thinking and developing the idea of interculturalism. On Sunday 26th April it’s the turn of Irena Bauman, an architect and the author of How to Be a Happy Architect. She is passionate about the built environment, arguing that it should inspire and uplift us. On Sunday 10th May our speaker is Geetha Upadhyaya, who trained as a medical doctor and now runs Kala Sangam, which uses the cultural traditions from South Asia in innovative ways that aim to increase awareness of racial, cultural and social issues. Lord Patel of Bradford OBE is the speaker on Sunday 20th September: made a life peer in 2006, he is Minister in the House of Lords Government’s Whip’s Office as spokesperson for Communities and Local Government, Ministry of Justice, Cabinet Office and the Attorney General’s Office.  On Sunday 11th October  Trevor Phillips OBE joins us: he is head of the Commission for Equalities and Human Rights, which promotes equality issues across the full range of ethnic, gender, sexual-orientation, disability and other minority interests. 
The lectures are free, and will start at 8pm, preceded by refreshments from 7.30pm finishing around 8.45pm with time afterwards for questions and answers.  Chairing each evening will be Bana Gora of The Joseph Rowntree Foundation and Frances Ward of Bradford Cathedral.
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