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Multiculturalism – or Interculturalism?
The Cathedral’s lecture series, sponsored by the Joseph Rowntree Foundation, continues on Sunday 10th May with Dr Geetha Upadhyaya who trained as a medical doctor and now runs Kala Sangam.

The Arts have long been recognised as an effective contributor to enriching the lives of people in a subtle creative manner thereby leading to a positive change in society. This unique quality of arts enables it to become a great regenerating tool which addresses social, racial and cultural issues. 

Kala Sangam (Kala = arts; Sangam = meeting point) is a Bradford-based company and a charity working nationally and increasingly internationally. The mission of the company is ‘bringing people together through south Asian and collaborative arts’ while the vision is ‘to establish a centre of excellence for south Asian arts, heritage and culture in the north of England’. 

Using a variety of art forms innovatively with people of all ages, abilities, races, religion and ethnic backgrounds, Kala Sangam’s intercultural work in the areas of education, community, youth and health has used south Asian and collaborative arts. The aim is to enable communities to celebrate the rich intercultural heritage in UK while simultaneously addressing the agenda of social regeneration.  

The next lecture in the series is on Sunday 20th September with Lord Patel of Bradford OBE: made a life peer in 2006, he is Minister in the House of Lords Government’s Whip’s Office as well as spokesperson for Communities and Local Government, Ministry of Justice, Cabinet Office and the Attorney General’s Office.  On Sunday 11th October  Trevor Phillips OBE joins us: he is head of the Commission for Equalities and Human Rights, which promotes equality issues across the full range of ethnic, gender, sexual-orientation, disability and other minority interests. 
The lectures are free, and will start at 8pm, preceded by refreshments from 7.30pm finishing around 8.45pm with time afterwards for questions and answers.  Chairing each evening will be Bana Gora of The Joseph Rowntree Foundation and Frances Ward of Bradford Cathedral.
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