PRESS RELEASE FOR PUBLICATION ASAP

Cathedral Appoint New Head Verger
Bradford Cathedral has appointed Jon Howard as their fulltime Head Verger and Caretaker.  Mr Howard moved into the city from Kent. Although his background is in IT and telecoms, Mr Howard was Churchwarden of his local Church and in his second year of Lay Reader training.

Mr Howard said “I cannot get over the warm welcome my wife and I have received from the staff and congregation of the Cathedral.  And what a time to be joining – such new beginnings.  A new Dean has now been appointed and two new Residentiary Canons should be appointed shortly. Also all the work being undertaken in the city itself.  This is a very exciting time for us all”.

In between learning his skills as a Verger from the extremely experienced David Parnham, who has held the post for over twenty years, Mr Howard has created a new web site and is looking at the efficiency and cost effectiveness in IT and telephony.  He went on to say “I have been in a support role all my life, albeit within technology.  I am still in a support role – to this wonderful building and all the people who work, worship and visit”.  His appointment also means that the Cathedral is now open from 8.30 in the morning until 4.30pm from Monday to Saturday to enable better access for visitors to what is Bradford’s oldest building.
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