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Scholar Returns
Ian Sutcliffe BA Hons, PGCE, FRSA - who received his early musical education at Bradford Cathedral where he rose to the position of Head Chorister and later Organ Scholar – is returning to spend a day training and talking to the present Choristers, culminating in his directing the whole Choir for two services this Sunday (15th February).  Whilst in the Choir, tours, BBC broadcasts, recordings and the day to day singing of the services made a lasting impression on him.  He returned to the Cathedral some years later as Assistant Organist.

Ian has a great interest in the musical education of the young and the Choristers are looking forward to learning from his skill and experience.  The Choral Evensong service at 4pm promises to be an impressive performance with the full Cathedral Choir of over 50 girls, boys, women and men: the setting for the day is Wesley in E.
Biography – Ian Sutcliffe BA Hons, PGCE, FRSA 

Ian received his early musical education at Bradford Cathedral, where he rose to the position of Head Chorister and later Organ Scholar.  Tours, BBC broadcasts, recordings and the day to day singing of the services made a lasting impression on him.  He returned to the Cathedral some years later as Assistant Organist.  

He graduated with BA Hons from Huddersfield University in 1982 were he majored in performance; organ/piano and composition.  He gained his PGCE from Lancaster University a year later where he also held the post of Organ Scholar of St Martin’s College.

He has held the positions of Assistant Director of Music, Queen Elizabeth Grammar School, Wakefield, Director of the Bradford Choristers, Director of Music, Barnard Castle School, County Durham and Director of Music, St Edmunds School, Canterbury, where he was responsible for the musical education of the Cathedral Choristers.  

Ian was appointed Director of Music at Marlborough College in 2003 where he was also Artistic Director and Chairman of Marlborough College Concert Society.  Under his leadership recent seasons have included: The Jacques Loussier Trio, London Haydn Quartet, Thomas Allen, Freddy Kempf, Emma Kirkby, Black Dyke Mills Band and the Choir of King’s College, Cambridge.  Simon Preston opened the new Beckerath Chapel organ in February 2007. 

Ian has a great interest in the musical education of the young and formed ‘Saturday Morning Music’ for children between the ages of 4 and 13 (1996-2003) and a ‘Friday Outreach’ concert programme (1998-2003).    He has been Chairman of Judges of the ‘Marlowe Young Musician of the Year’ in Canterbury, Lectured on English Cathedral Choir Schools in Riga, Latvia in 1996 and was invited to address the Choir Schools’ Association (CSA) Conference in Canterbury in 2000.  As a performing musician he has been a Director of the Kent Music School Summer Courses (1998-2000), Conductor of ‘Music et Remparts’ in Boulogne Cathedral (1999), Director of the Kent Youth Singers (1999-2002) and has given many solo organ recitals and as part of ‘Sound the Trumpets’.  He has conducted in most UK cathedrals and written and directed many school musicals.  He has toured extensively overseas and recorded four CD’s.  He has been conductor of three Choral Societies and appeared on the BBC’s ‘Songs of Praise’ on two occasions. 
He is well known in independent education, having worked on the national committee of the Music Masters’ Association (MMA) for many years, becoming President in May 2006.  He was elected a Fellow of the Royal Society of Arts (FRSA) for his work in education in 2002.  He now enjoys a freelance career as a school and festival adjudicator, conductor and examiner.  
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