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Press Release

PROFESSOR PAUL ROGERS BRINGS “HOPE” FOR BRADFORD  

The “Hope in the City” programme of free lectures continues this Wednesday evening (8th October) at Bradford Cathedral, when the speaker will be a very familiar name to a lot of Bradfordian’s, as well as being one with an international reputation – Paul Rogers, Professor of Peace Studies at the University of Bradford and Global Security Consultant to the Oxford Research Group.

Professor Rogers has worked in the field of international security, arms control and political violence for over 30 years. He is the former Head of the Department of Peace Studies at the University and is a member of the team that has established Bradford University’s enviable international reputation in Peace Studies. Besides lecturing at universities and defence colleges worldwide he has written over 20 books which have been translated into many languages including Chinese, Japanese, Farsi, Turkish, German, Dutch, Spanish, Portuguese and Italian. Much of his work since the 9/11 attacks has focused on western military responses to political violence and the numerous problems that have arisen through the pursuit of the “war on terror” – his most recent publication is titled “Why We’re Losing the War on Terror”. He also has a reputation as an outstanding public speaker and debater, giving many public talks around the Bradford district over the last two decades.

The “Hope in the City” Lectures were launched at the Cathedral in January, with a triple-header, featuring The Right Rev. David James, Bishop of Bradford; Nuzhat Ali from The Islamic Society of Britain and Tony Reeves, Chief Executive of Bradford City Council. Other speakers in this series over the year so far have included David Ford, Regius Professor of Divinity at Cambridge University; Julia Middleton, founder of Common Purpose and Dr Tony Campolo, Eastern University, USA, author, sociologist, pastor and social activist. One of the key issues to emerge from the series so far is that whilst Bradford’s young people are undoubtedly its hope for the future – and Bradford has a younger population breakdown, than most urban areas in the UK – a need for respect and communication between all the diverse community groups within the City has also been identified and it is hoped that Professor Rogers will address this from his unique international perspective.

The event will begin at 8pm, the Cathedral being open from 7.30pm, with refreshments available before the Lecture.  Admission is free.  Their will be a Question & Answer session, chaired by David Kennedy, former Interim Chief Executive of Bradford City Council. The “Hope in the City” Lectures have been organised by a diverse group of Bradford organisations, from a range of faith and secular perspectives and is being promoted as part of Hope 08 Bradford. 

The final Lecture in the series will take place in December when the speaker will be Richard McCann son of one of the Yorkshire Rippers earliest victims and now best selling author and motivational speaker. 
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