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Press Release

Julia Middleton brings “Hope” for Bradford.

“Hope In The City” Lecture – Tuesday 8 April
JULIA MIDDLETON, FOUNDER & CHIEF EXECUTIVE, COMMON PURPOSE

Doors Open 7.30pm, Lecture starts 8pm.

Julia Middleton, the founder & Chief Executive of Common Purpose will give the next in this year’s “Hope in the City Lectures” at Bradford Cathedral, on Tuesday 8th April. Common Purpose is an international leadership organisation which aims to improve the way organisations and society works by increasing the number of informed individuals who are actively involved in shaping the future of the area in which they live and work. By bringing leaders from diverse backgrounds together Common Purpose creates new networks for current and future decision-makers.
Julia believes that “As professionals we cannot afford to be isolated from our fellow decision-makers. As people we cannot continue to be insulated from our fellow citizens. These twin beliefs are the founding principles of Common Purpose and they have continued to underpin everything we do”,
The “Hope in the City” Lectures were launched at the Cathedral in January, with a triple-header, featuring The Right Rev. David James, Bishop of Bradford, Nuzhat Ali from The Islamic Society Of Britain and Tony Reeves, Chief Executive of Bradford City Council. One of the key issues to emerge from the evening was that while it was agreed that  Bradford’s young people were its hope for the future – and Bradford has a younger population breakdown, than most urban areas in the UK – a need for respect and communication between all the diverse community groups within the City, was also identified. At the March “Hope in the City” Lecture, 
David Ford, Regius Professor of Divinity at Cambridge University, spoke about “Scriptural Reasoning”, a process whereby the different scriptures held sacred by different faith communities – in his case study, Jews, Muslims & Christians – were examined in detail to draw out common linkages and ideas, in a non confrontational environment of mutual respect. 

Julia Middleton’s Lecture will begin at 8pm, with the Cathedral open from 7.30pm, with refreshments available before the Lecture. Admission is free. There will be a Question & Answer session, chaired by David Kennedy, former Interim Chief Executive of Bradford City Council. The “Hope in the City” Lectures has been organised by a diverse group of Bradford organisations, from a range of faith and secular perspectives and is being promoted as part of Hope 08 Bradford.
END

Further Information – Chris Aldred – 01274 777726.
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