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Press Release

Follow the Fleece

The historical revue, Follow the Fleece, is playing at the Cathedral at 7.30pm on Friday 18th and Saturday 19th June.  This story of the rise and fall of the Woollen Industry is seen through the eyes of Gamel, Bradford's earliest known resident, who appropriately in this production, is played by John Clough, a former Shepherd. With a 22-voice cast and 30 songs, the revue could be subtitled Bradford – The Musical!  Local folk singers and performers feature strongly in the cast, which includes  members of Grace Notes, In No Particular Order, BaccaPella and Silsden Singers. 

The storyline takes the audience on a whistle-stop tour through the rise of the monasteries, the Peasants’ Revolt, Elizabethan trading, the English Civil War, the Industrial Revolution, the boom of the Victorian era and the take-over by man-made fabrics … helped on the way by contributions from William Shakespeare, Jane Austen, Samuel Lister, Lord Masham and Titus Salt, with the odd Royalist, Parliamentarian, Luddite and Bingley Lass thrown in for good measure!

Originally performed to sell-out audiences at Saltaire Festival, extensive use is made of contemporary documents and eye-witness accounts to enhance the authenticity of this millennium-long account of local history.

Follow the Fleece was written by Nigel Schofield with original music by David Williams and has been arranged as part of the Cathedral's 189 miles: Wool Installation by Angela Wright which closes on 26th June.

END

AUTHOR NOTE AND PHOTO CAPTION ON NEXT PAGE

Follow The Fleece at Bradford Cathedral

About the Author

Nigel Schofield has lived in Saltaire for the past 25 years: prior to that, his homes were in Windhill, Low Moor, Great Horton and Shelf. His father worked in the wool trade. Currently a senior lecturer at Leeds City College, Nigel is best known locally for his work at Bradford's radio station, Pennine Radio, where he worked for twelve years as Head of Music; on air, he presented a wide range of shows including the Very Late Music Show, All Kinds Of Folk and K-GAS. More widely, he is known for his writing about music and folk traditions: among the subjects of his books are Fairport Convention, Richard Thompson, The First Fleet and Christmas Traditions; he also compiled and produced the award-winning "Revival Masters" Box Set Series for Free Reed Records.


Nigel wrote his first play, Emmanuel a modern retelling of the Easter Story, when he was 17. While at University, he wrote Oxford University Dramatic Society and his soap opera Mulberry Terrace was a daily feature on  Pennine Radio. Last year, his play about the Bradford Pals was premièred at Saltaire Festival. He has written for a number of TV shows as well as a wide range of local and national magazines and newspapers; he writes a regular column for Tykes' News. He is currently involved in three productions as performer and writer - This Programme Is Morally Good (The Carter Family Story); An Appalachian Christmas; and Geoffrey Chaucer Jnr...: A Random History of Rock'n'Roll.

TO SET UP AN INTERVIEW WITH NIGEL, CONTACT HIM ON -

nigel.schofield@blueyonder.co.uk

Photo FTF 1 - Mike Hockenhull (narrator), Alan Rose (bold navigator) with members of the cast of Follow The Fleece

Photo FTF 2 - Joel Griffiths, David Stewart, David Gunn and cast members of Follow The Fleece performing "One More Beer" in Act II
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