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Date:  9th November
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


Press Release

Return Match
Following the Cathedral’s first service of  Vespers for over 450 years (Ed - see earlier release below) the Cathedral Choir will be singing Choral Evensong at St Joseph’s Roman Catholic Church at 5.30pm on Thursday 11th November.   The service will be sung the by the boys and men of the Cathedral Choir, who will be joined by the Roman Catholic Bradford Boys’ Choir. The setting for the evening, led by the Dean of Bradford the Very Revd Dr David Ison, will be Stanford in C with responses by Smith: the anthem will be the wonderful Evening Hymn by Balfour Gardiner. 
The Dean says “We very much enjoyed the service of Vespers held in the Cathedral in May and see this service as further strengthening ecumenical Christian understanding in the city.”
For more details please contact the Cathedral on 01274 777720 or St Joseph’s on 01274 720299.
END
Sandra Howard

PA to the Dean & Administrator

T: 
01274 777723
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No service for 450 years!

What is believed to be the first Roman Catholic service in Bradford Cathedral for over 450 years is taking place in the Cathedral at 5.30pm on Tuesday 25th May arranged to develop and strengthen Ecumenical Christian understanding in the City. Not since the Reformation has the Roman Catholic service of Vespers been sung in the Cathedral. From the Latin vesper, meaning evening, this is the service from which the Anglican service of Evensong comes and many parts of the service are similar.

The service will be will be sung by the Bradford Roman Catholic Boys’ Choir who will be joined by boys of the Cathedral Choir.  Father John Newman from St Joseph’s Roman Catholic Church will lead the service.

The Dean, the Very Revd Dr David Ison, said he was looking forward to ‘the return match in the autumn’ when he is going to take Choral Evensong in St Joseph’s with the Cathedral’s boy choristers.

All are welcome to attend the service; for more details please call the Cathedral Office on 01274 777720.

END
Not since the Reformation has the Roman Catholic service of vespers been sung in the Cathedral. 
The Dean, the Very Reverend David Ison, welcomes the collaboration between the two Christian denominations in the city. 

He says: "In rediscovering our history together, we are rediscovering our roots and the unity that we share." 

	


Dr Ison says the churches are growing together in all sorts of different ways and the Cathedral has been looking to grow more closely with its Catholic brothers and sisters. He says to do that musically, "will encourage one another to sing a different kind of repertoire." 

The service has been arranged with the aim of developing and strengthening ecumenical Christian understanding in the city. 

The Catholic service of vespers comes from the Latin word meaning evening, and this is the form from which the Anglican service of Evensong comes. Many parts of the service are similar. 

The service will be will be sung by the Bradford Roman Catholic Boys' Choir who will be joined by boys of the Cathedral Choir. 

Father John Newman from St Joseph's Roman Catholic Church will lead the service. 

Father John says he doesn't feel overwhelmed with the weight of history on his shoulders. In fact, he sees it as an opportunity to rediscover common roots in the traditions of evening prayer. 

Father John says: "The celebration of evensong finds its source in the traditional office of vespers and Compline celebrated everyday in the Catholic church." 

The two clerics expect worshippers to be surprised at the similarities in the service to a tradition not their own. 

Part of the service will be in Latin, not heard in the Cathedral for nearly 500 years. 

	


The Dean says: "The choir sings in Latin as well as in German, French and many other languages as Christian praise is international and Latin used to be an international language for the church." 

The worship uniting Christians originates three thousand years ago from Jewish traditional prayers in the synagogue and temple. 

Spiritually it will be a special moment for the Dean. He says he wants the Christian church to come back together in the fullest possible way. 

He says: "It's a great moment of rejoicing that we can do this as a sign of us coming together." 

The two priests also recognise the humorous 'Father Ted' suggestion of this being an "ecumenical matter." 

For Father John, ecumenism is no longer a politically correct state in which the church has found itself, but a return to roots before God and how the churches seek to be authentically 'one in Christ'. 

Dean Ison sees it as a way of affirming each other's differences as a strength rather than a weakness. 

For the Bradford churches this is not a gesture akin to the coalition politics of Westminster. The Dean says that the church has stopped trying to do politics. 

	
	


He says: "Unity works when it is based on human relationships, on friendship, and sharing together so that you're building at the grassroots the kind of unity you want rather than being told to get on." 

Father John sees the initiative as being more realistic more spiritually based, "and I hope much more open to what God wants from us." 

And The Dean, the Very Revd Dr David Ison, says: "John and I are delighted to be friends together and to share that with others. That, we think, is the way ahead." 

The Dean says he is looking forward to 'the return match in the autumn' when he is going to take Choral Evensong in St Joseph's with the Cathedral's boy choristers. 
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