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Yorkshire Exhibition Opens at The Cathedral
The first of this year’s Cathedral Artspace exhibitions opens on Sunday 15th February at 5pm entitled A Barbara Shaw Retrospective – a series of Yorkshire Landscapes on the theme of Journeying.

Barbara Shaw was born and bred in Idle, attending Belle Vue School in Manningham. She studied piano from the age of five until, at 21, she decided to take up painting and sculpture instead.  Largely self-taught, she produced over 4000 oils and as many again watercolours and pastels – cataloguing each one including the buyer.  She was Secretary of the Art Lovers Association, from its formation in 1963 until her death 40 years later, and was a member of many local art groups, exhibiting regularly.

This exhibition will have around ten of Barbara’s paintings chosen for their resonances with the Yorkshire landscapes so beloved by her through her life, as well as one or two which illustrate the range of her artistic interest. Here, in February, at a bleak time of the year, the exhibition is designed to encourage the viewer to look inward and contemplate where each is on their journey in life. 

Artspace is an exciting project at Bradford Cathedral, bringing a feast of dramatic performance, exhibitions, music and literary events into this historic and beautiful building.  This year’s programme includes exhibitions from Christopher Lewis (Woodcarvings and the Cross) and Anthony Green RA (the Heaven and Earth Machine); actor Adrian Palmer will be reading the Gospel of St Mark; stained glass expert Peter Cormack will be speaking about the Cathedral’s wonderful William Morris windows; poets Gerard and Catherine Benson, with dancers from Kala Sangam, will celebrate Petertide; and ACT will be returning to perform The Merry Wives of Windsor. A rich feast of dance, drama, exhibitions and literary events to please the eye and inspire the imagination.
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